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Government, he did two fatal things on leaving England. On
January 23 the Government ordered him to leave England
in eight days. He left the next day, twelve hours before the
despatch came from Paris announcing that Maret was
appointed to succeed him and instructing him to give this
news to Grenville. Chauvelin received this despatch on his
way to Dover, and ignored it, and he and Maret passed each
other in the night. Maret arrived on January 30, to find
himself hampered by Chauvelin's conduct in disobeying the
orders he had received. Chau\Telin hurried to Paris, and by
inflaming the opinion of France provoked the declaration of
war. It was just when the man whom Pitt had trusted had
been sent to London and the man whom he justly suspected
had been allowed to resign by the French Government that
war broke out1
To understand exactly Fox's attitude in the winter of
1792-93 it is necessary to notice Talleyrand's proceedings
in London. Chauvelin represented all the chimerical ideas
of the Gironde; Talleyrand the sanity and foresight of
Danton, Talleyrand was in constant touch with the Oppo-
sition, and all his efforts were directed to restraining the
aggressive and crusading spirit in French politics. Dr.
Robinet has placed Talleyrand's intimate connection with
Danton beyond all reasonable doubt.2 Dr. Robinet goes
further and thinks that Danton himself was in communi-
cation with Fox and Sheridan during his visit to England
in the month of August 1792.^ It was Danton's policy to
enlist on the side of France against the Coalition all the
sentiment that was friendly to France or unsympathetic
to the allies. If this object was to be effected, the doctrine
of the armed propaganda must be abjured. Hence Danton
and Talleyrand looked with impatience on all the wild
language of such men as Brissot and Clootz. Later3 it is
1 It was the opinion of so good a judge as Maret that even at the last moment
war might still have been avoided. But note Malmesbury's letter to Elliot, January
21 ? *793 : "War is a measure decided on, but don't proclaim it in the Xorth
before it is known in the South."              2 Danton Emigr^ pp. 12-16 and 270.
3 Ibid. p. 29.    This is only inference, see Bailee's D&ntm.